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HT-Kanpur
to skip CET,
conduct own
exam in 2013

Abhinay Malhotra &
Himanshi Dhawan | T .

Kanpur/New Delhi: OT
Kanpur’'s academic senate
decided on Friday toconduct
its own éntrance exam in
2013, upping theante against
the HRD ministry by refus-
ing to be part of the the com-
mon entrance test (CET) for
allITTs, NITsand IIITs.

The move -— the first for-
mal rejection of the minis-
try’s decision to hold a com-
mon test — comes when the
IIT alumni are planning to
move court against CET and
there are signs that other
IITs too may follow the Kan-
pur example, If these insti-
tutions indeed hold separate
exams, the burden on stu-
dents will mount.

HRD minister Kapil Sib-
al could not be reached for
comment. Sources in his
ministry said the IIT Kan-
pur resolution would have
to be examined before a fu-
furemove could be planned.

More than 60 faculty
members at II'T Kanpur’s
Friday meeting unanimous-
ly backed the decision, § G
Dhande, director and-aca-
demic senate chairman,
presided over thesession,

“Students from across
the country will be able to sit
for the entrance exam in
2013. The CET proposal will
be reconsidered for 2014. As
of now, we'll conduct our
own entrance exam for whi-
ch a committee has been for-
med,” said Prof Deepak Gup-
ta, whowas at themeeting, |

»‘Other IITs inline’, P 12

‘Other lITs
thinking of
own test too’

»Continued from P1

hile the senate has

the powers to con-

trol and regulate
standards of instruction,
education and examinations
and can pass ordinances, the
institute’s board of gover-
nors can modify or cancel or-
dinances.

The faculty members der
cided tostudy the HRD minis-
try proposals, Gupta said,
and take a call on whether to
accept or discard them in
2014, “The MHRD propasal
has several lacunae. The IT
examination is one of great
repute... we don't want to
take a decision in haste,” he
said. Gupta dismissed sug-
gestions that the senate was
in “conflict” with the minis-
try. Hesaid that other IITs, in-
cluding Delhi, Kharagpur
and Bombay, were also think-
ing of conducting their own
entrance tests in 2013.

Hindu Nd 9-6-2012 P-1

IIT-Kanpur to
go it alone, will
others follow
suit?

% Corréspondent

NEW DELHI: Indian Institute of
Technology-Kanpur will hold
a sepafate entrance test from
2013 if the Centre fails to an-
nul its decision to conduct a
joint entrance examination
for undergraduate engineer-
ing courses.

“The decision was taken by
the Senate, and the other ITTs
will also convene a meeting of
their Senates and decide on
similar lines,” Somnath Bhar-
ti, president of the IIT-Delhi
Alumni Association, told The
Hinduon Friday.

The Senate of the IIT-Kan-
pur said the IIT Council's re-
cent proposal on admissions
is “academically and method-
ically unsound and in viola-
tion of the Institutes of
Technology Act (1961) and
the 1IT-Kanpur Ordinances
(Ordinance 3.2 (Admis-
sions)).”

The Senate of the IIT-Delhi
was likely to meet next week
and take a more severe deci-
sion, Mr. Bharti said.

On May 28, Human Re-

source Development Minis-
‘er Kapil Sibal announced the
government’s decision to
:onduct a joint entrance ex- -
amination from the next aca-
demic year. He claimed that
the Senates of five of the sev-
enIITsbacked the decision as
the government conceded
their two major demands:
they hold the authority to
conduct the entrance test,
and IIT aspirants be assessed
in a different way.

However, within hours of
the announcement, the IIT-
Delhi Alumni Association
threatened to move the court
on the ground that a common
entrance test would dilute the
quality of the institutes.

It is also against giving
weightage to the Class XI] ex-
amination as suggested in the
new pattern.
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II'T-Kanpur junks
JEE, plans its own
exam next year

HT Correspondent

w letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI / KANPUR: IIT-Kanpur
has decided to go its own way
on how it picks students from
the next academic year.

The institute Friday shot down
the II'T council’s proposal of a com-
mon entrance test for all central-
ly-funded engineering institutes
and announced its own exam,

A resolution to this effect was
passed unanimously at IIT-
Kanpur's special senate meet-
ing attended by around 80 mem-
bers. The admission committee
for the exam would be
announced shortly.

“In the interest of students,
we have decided to hold a sep-
arate exam. We will not be part
of the joint test proposed by the
IIT council in 2013,” said Dr YN
Mohapatra, spokesperson, IIT-
Kanpur senate, adding that the
rules gave IIT senates the right
to decide their admission
process and syllabi.

While Dr Mohapatra invited
other IITs to follow in Kanpur's
footsteps, there was no imme-
diate support. IIT-Bombay
director Devang Khakhar said
there were no plans of holding
a separate test like Kanpur.

TESTING TIMES -~ -

= Govt asks seven lIT
senates to give opinion on
proposed changes in JEE

= Most senates oppose
introducing the new exam
system from 2013

»}IT council meets to dis-
cuss minutes of senates’
meetings on the issue

» joint council of lITs, NITs
and IlITs meets

» Govt goes ahead with
combined test for all engi-
neering institutes

» [IT-Kanpur decides to
hold its own entrance exam

+“We will go with the decision

of our own senate on the issue,”
said IIT-Delhi director RK
Shevgaonkat:

HRD minister Kapil Sibal could
not be reached for comment. -

If the move comes about, this
would be the first time an IIT
would not be a part of the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE). The [IT-
Kanpur Students’ Forum had’
criticised the single entrance
test format for all engineering
admissions, saying it would put
students under greater stress.
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Sibal’s new JEE version

rejected by IIT Kanpur

By Ritika Chopra
in New Defhi

THE backlash against the
changed format of the
JoInt Entrance Examination
(JEE) Is only getting worse.

In what could be the
severest blow to human
resocurce development
(HRD) minister Kapil Sibal’s
‘One Nation One Test’
dream, the highest deci-
slon-making body of IIT
Kanpur on Friday resolved
not to participate in the
JEE’s new verslan. In fact, it
decided to conduct Its own
entrance test in 2013.

All meetings of any of the
T senates are chalred by
the institute director. The
1IT Kanpur senate meeting
that lasted for two hourson
Friday was chalred by San-
Jay Dhande who, lronically,
was also part of the IT
councll that approved the
changes to the JEE.

“Everyone felt that JEE’s
new format was not good
for elther the future of the
students or the Institute.
Now, a panel wlll be consti-
tuted and will outline our
own admission guidelines.

This decision will be com- -

munlicated to the lIT coun-
cil and other IIT senates,”
a faculty member whp

attended the meeting sald.
According to the profes-
sors, the senates of the first
five 1ITs — Kanpur, Delhl,
Madras, Kharagpur and
Bombay — which first
agreed to admit students
through a joInt entrance
test also have the powerto
disassoclate themselves at
will. MaiL Topay could not
confirm this independently
from the HRD ministry.
JEE's new format was
announced on May 28. Sibal
had, after chairing a joint
meeting of the HUT and

Institute to conduct
its own test in 2013

National Institute of Tech-
nology council, announced
that from next year the JEE
willi be valid for all centrally
funded technical institu-
tions such as the NITs, NITs
and lISERs. And that the test
will be conducted In two
parts, maln and advanced.

The [1Ts, however, were
allowed to follow a differ-
ent admisslon process,
wherein the Class XIl Board
marks and performance In
JEE’s main test will only be
considered for filtering the
best candidates.
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NT-K defies Sibal, to hold own test

LUCKNOW: In apparent defi-
ance of the union minister for
HRD Kapii Sibal, whohad pro-
posed ‘one nation, one test’
concept, the prestigious Indian
Institute of Technology (IiT)
Kanpurhas decided to conduct
its own entrance test from the
next academic session.

. The Senate of the Institute
at its meeting held at Kanpur
cn Friday decided td conduct

the entrance examination for
admissions to its undergradu-
ate programmes in 2013, ac-
cording to the sources. Insti-
tute director Sanjay Dhande
was not available for com-
ment.

A resolution adopted by the
meeting also authorized the
chairman of the senate to form
a committee for conducting
JEE 2013 by IIT Kanpur and

said that the undergraduate ad-
missions committee would or-
ganize the entrance examina-
tion and counselling, and deal
with all other mattess pertain-
ing to the undergraduate ad-
missions in 2013,

Sources said the senate
members were unanimous in
their criticism of the new pro-
posal by the union minister and
termed it as “academically and

methodically unsound and in
violation of the Institutes of
Technology Act (196]) and IIT
Kanpur Ordinances (Ordi-
nance 3.2 (Admissions)”.

The new proposal by the
centre to hold the common test
under the new format had
cleared at a meeting of the

" Councils of IITs, NITs and 11T Ts

on May 28.
DH News Service



11T Kanpur rejects

common engg test

The IIT Kanput™ faculty
unanimously rejected the
h8Ve Y HBIA a siAEe engi-
neering entrance test for
admission to central tech-
nical institutions from
2013 and said it will con-
duct its own test for admis-
sions to UG courses. In
doing so, IIT Kanpur led
the way for others to reject
the new test and hold their
own exams.
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IT Kanpur rejects common
engg fest; + will hold own JEE

The IIT Kanpur senate discussed the May 28 decision of
the lIT council to conduct a singte test by scrapping JEE
and resolved “to record its forceful dissent of the council
resolution related to JEE”. The senate asked Director of IIT
Kanpur Sanjay Dhande to send his dissent in writing to the

ADIM TANDON
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

New DeLHi, JuNE 8

The IIT Kanpur faculty unan-
imously rejected the move to
hold a single engineering
entrance test for admission to
central technical institutions
from 2013 and said it will
conduct its own test for
admissions to UG courses.

In doing so, IIT Kanpur
led the way for others to
reject the new test and hold
their own exams, If most IIT
senates (there are seven)
decide ta hold a Joint
Entrance Exam, they would
stand excused from the sin-
gle test which Sibal had
planned to be pan Indian.

The senates of IT Delhi
and Bombay are expected to
meet any time soon to take a
call on the matter. Already,
All India TIT Faculty
Federation has written to the
PM, accusing Sibal of erod-
ing their academic autonomy.
They are likely to meet the
PM next week.

Meanwhile, the IIT Kanpur
senate today discussed the
May 28 decision of the IIT
council (policy-making body
for IITs) to conduct a single

HRD Minister

test by scrapping JEE and |

resolved “‘to record its force-
ful dissent of the council res-
olution related to JEE”.

The senate asked Director

of HT Kanpur Sanjay Dhande ’

(who was by Sibal’s side two
days ago when the common
test decision was announced)
to send his dissent in writing
to the HRD Minister.

The senate resolution fur-
ther reads, “The recent IIT
Council proposal on admis-
sions to IITs is academically
and methodically unsound
and in violation of the
Institutes of Technology Act
1961 and IIT Kanpur ordi-
nances. Invoking Ordinance
3.2, the senate resolves that
IIT Kanpur will conduct the
entrance examination for
admissions to its undergrad-
uate programmes in 2013.”

Prof YN Mohapatra, mem-
ber of IIT Kanpur senate, told
TNS, *“We have also resolved
to constitute a committee 10
conduct JEE 2013 by OT
Kanpur. To the extent possi-

ble, we will coordinate with
other IITs to hold a common
JEE. Today, we have acted to
restore our autonomy, which
is provisioned in the IIT Act
and which the IIT Council
seeks to undermine.”

“The Ministry is pushing an
unsound proposal in haste.
There is no clarity if the
weightage of school marks
will work, We had said we
will use the school marks and
the test’s main component to
screen 50,000 students and
subject the screened to an
advanced test for final admis-
sions. But IIT Council says
everyone who sits for the sin-
gle atiSt will also sit for the
advanced test. Why should
you force 20 lakh students to
take the advanced test when
annually, only about five lakh
students take IIT-JEE?”’
Mohapatra, spokesperson for
the senate, said. Sibal says
four of seven IIT senates have
fully backed the single test
proposal in the current form
as passed by IIT Council.
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II'T:Kanpur defies Sibal diktat

To hold separate
entrance exam

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA m NEW DELHI

In complete deflance to HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal, the pres-
tiglous IIT Kanpur on Friday
announced that it would hold a
separate entrance examinations
for entry to IIT-K 2013,

The special requisition meet-
ing of the [IT-K academic senate
on Friday passed a resolution that
the institute would conduct an
independent examination for the
engineering aspirants for 2013,

Simultaneously, they also
decided not consider to scores
obtained under the new format
JEE-2013 announced by the HRD
Mlnist? last month, The Senates,
which de:

KEY, SENATE RESOLUTIONS %3 i
m Rejects 1T council proposals as methodologlca

iy uns

i Forms a committee to (ook into the conduct of exa

'm The comm]ttee will coordinate with other iI7s to conduct a

Joint entrance exam

m Authorises a section of Senators to speak to the media

exam pattern, is expected to make
a formal announcement in this
regard soon.

The four resclutions dis-
cussed in the 150-member Senate
meeting included rejectlnP the
proposals of Councll 1ITs, form-
ing a committee to look into the
conduct of examination, filing of
a dissent certificate at all levels,
and authorising o section of
Senators to brief the media.

Incidentally, the institute

cided on an independent v Director is the Chairman of the

Senators (in this case IIT Kanpur
Director Prof SK Dhande), During
the State Bducation Minlisters
Conference, Dhande had madea
presentation favouring the new
proposal of JEE -2013, Even in his
capacity as the Diractor of IIT-K,
Dhande did not agree to the
Senators’ resolution, sources said.

Last week, The Ploneer
reported that the IIT-Kanpur was
unlikely to cooperate with the
Joint Admission Board (JAB) in
preparing the questions for JEE-

Mains and JEE Advanced.

Friday’s decision comes in the
wake of apprehension among the
IIT-Kanpur senate members that
IIT Council's proposal could seri-
ously compromise the autonomy
so essentlal for 11Ts.

The new format, considered a
brainchild of Sibal, has been mired
in controversy ever since it was
ennounced on May 28 this year,
Several States also rejected the new
proposals and registered their dis-
sent early this week during the State
Education Ministers Conference.
Even the IIT Alumni Associations
wrote to the Prime Minister and
sought an urgent meeting to apprise

on the new systems demerits,

IIT-Kanpur had suggested
that IIT-JEE be held for a small
number of students following a
preliminary examination so that

Continued on Page 4

From Page 1

atest for truly talented conld
be designed better than it was
possible through a standard
Multiple Choice Questions
(MCQ) measure,

The IIT Council proposal,
onthe other hand, tlge top
ten thousand students for ITTs by
merely applying a numerical fil-
ter on the resu%ts of an exami-
nation meant to select an esti-
mated one lakh out of twelve
lakh students.

“Clearly any such filtering
will not work. For students
aspiring to appear in JEE-2013,
the IT Council proposal is a
breach of trust. Bo& the process-
esand content of the new exam-
ination will not be clear to them
any time soon because work on
details has not even been initi-
ated” Prof Y N Singh at IIT
Kanpur told The Pioneer.

The Friday decision, which
could trigger similar moves by
different 1ITs and ther central
technical institutes, will also put
the students into dilemma.

“The examination annou-
nced by MHRD is a unilateral
decision of IIT Council against
the advice and decisions of IIT
Kanpur Senate, which has the
prerogative of deciding its admis-
sion criteria, The format annou-
nced is a piecemeal patch-work
with serious academic and orga-
nizational lacunae in each of the
components of the test. We will
conduct our own examination

]IT—Kanpur defies...

which we can do ary 7 Siny

added. The ITT Senmagid thg::
it was always of the opinion that
using school board marks
through percentile based not-
malization, as proposed, is
untested, and based on ques-
tionable hypotheses. In fact, the
procedure has not been fully
endorsed even by the expert

committee that was consulted for
the purpose.

“Furthermore, making the
board marks count numerically
will put undesirable stress on
fairness of examinations and
uniformity of standards across
different school boards,” said an
expert of the Senate committee
in this regard.

"Tell-tale photos...

From Page 1
_melting snow in and around
the holy cave area. The front view
of the cave, with minor traces of
snow and the steps connecting
the holy cave are shown to be
totally snow free ridiculing the
claims of accumulation of 5-10
ft of snow. Even the blue
coloured iron grill fixed along the
st:E: was cleartlz seen with the
naked in the picture shot
from a close distance of the hol
cave, Interestingly, the SAS!
?;thorities au-ef ethtcl> release
ese es of the holy cave,
Eumﬁg in run up to the imp-
asse over the actual date of yatra
this year, the shrine board aut-
horitles cartied out series of ae-
rial surveys where Chairman of
the board, Governor NN Vihra,
himself took stock of the situa--
tion and issued directions to exp-*
edite the operations.
The SASB had fixed June 25
as the date of yatra while Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-led socio-reli-

gious organisations were adam-
ant on undertaking the pilgrim-
age on the auspicious occasion of
Jyestha Purnima i.e June 4. For
ee consecutive days large nu-
mber of ‘unregistered’ devotees
who assembled here to particip-
ate in the parallef yatra courted
artest in Jammu after they were
revented from moving er
Ey the district administration.
Even spiritual Guru Sri Sri
Ravi §| , who headed the
sub-committee to decide the
schedule of yatra, appealed to the
devotees not to agitate or court
arrest as the decision to start the
yatra in the last week of June was
taken after holding discussions
and taking stock of the logistics
involved. Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah also kicked up a storm

" on the micro blogging site while

responding to a follower: “Act-
y, right now God s stoppin
you because there is so
snow on the route that it is not
possible to move on the route”
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students for admission to
II'Ts. The exam is in two
stages: Mains (for elimina-
tion) and Advanced which
will decide the IIT merit list,

This was a “fraud” onthe
students, said  Ajay
Chaturvedi, spokesperson
of the IIT Kanpur Senate.
Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, he said: “The Senate
in five of seven ITTs said that
no changes should be made
in the exam process in 2013.
The reason is we want to
give students time to pre-
pare for anew format. Also,
those who appeared for JEE
in 2012 are eligible for asec-
ond attempt in 2013, It is
only fair they do so in the fa-
miliar format. This basic de-
mand was not agreed to. Ac-

Indian Express ND 09-Jun-12 p1

IIT Kanpur defies
Sibal’s one-test plan,
says will set own JEE

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 8

REJECTING union HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal’s idea
of “one nation, one test”
from 2013 for entrance fo
the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) and all cen-
trally funded technical insti-
tutes as “a decision in haste”,
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kanpur, today de-
cided to conduct its own en-
trance examination for 2013
— onthe pattern of the tradi-
tional Joint Entrance Exam-
ination (JEE).

This decision that pits IIT
Kanpur against the central
government was taken unan-
imously in the special meet-
ing of the institute’s senate
today, The senate set up a
nine-member committee
headed by Neeraj Mishra,
professor in the depariment
of mathematics and statistics,
to design and administer this

test, and cocrdinate with
other IITs ta join in,
Sources confirmed that
“ IIT Delhi has warmed up to
the idea and may bring in a
similar resolution nextweek.
Sibal refused to comment.
Announcing its defiance,
the IIT Kanpur senate passed
a resolution that called the
common exam “academically
and methodically unsound”
and in violation of the Insti-
tutes of Technology Act
(1961) and II'T Kanpur Ordi-
nances (Ordinance 3.2 (Ad-
missions)). It recorded its
“forceful dissent of the coun-
cil resolution related to JEE”.
Sibal, who is chairman,
IIT Council, had on May 28
anpounced a new common
entrance exam for 11T and
all other centrally funded
technical institutes from
2013. This exam gives 40 per
cent weight to Class XII
board marks while screening
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

lIT Kanpur defies Sibal

cordingly, the IIT Kanpur
Senate has resolved to con-
duct its own exam in 2013,
this will be the usual JEE”,
Chaturvedi said.

“The IIT counci/HRD
Ministry’s proposal on the
new exam is not properly
thought through. It is based
on data and theory and has-
n’t been tested at all. While
changes are welcome, they
cannot be pushed through
forcibly”, Chaturvedi added.

When asked if the IIT
Senate was empowered to
conduct its own exam,
Chaturvedi pointed out that
existing ordinances say that
II'TS can jointly conduct an

exam hence{thc effort to ap-
proach other IITs. Ironi-
cally, IT Kanpur Director S
G Dhande had closely
worked with the HRD min-
istry to formulate the new
common entrance exam for-
mat.

IIT Kanpur Senate’s res-
olution was welcomed by the
All India ITT Faculty Federa-
tion and IIT Delhi. Said
Atul Mittal, Secretary All-
ITF: “IIT Delhi will call a
special Senate meeting next
week and is likely to pass a
similar resolution. Other
IITs will also be consulted
and hopefully joinus.” -

IIT Guwahati Director

Gautam Barua disagreed.
“A Senate resolution does
not mean anything in itself
legally or practically,” said
Barua. “An ordinance has to
be moved and then taken to
the Board of Governors of
the IITs which has to mull
whether an IIT Council de-
cision can be overruled as is
proposed by IIT Kanpur.”
Deepak Gupta, IIT Kan-
pur Senate Coordinator,
said that the decision to con-
duct the common exarnina-
tion was a unilateral decision
of the Ministry and Council
of ITTs against the advice and
decisions of the IIT Kanpur
Senate. The decision did not
include 300 faculty members
of the IITs, he said.
{(with ENS, Lucknow)
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People, Not Robots

Reformmg the [IT admission process will
help India build a creative society

\ he Centre’s' decision to change the IIT admission
I procedure makes eminent sense. From next year,
admission to ITs and other centrally-funded edu-
cational institutions will involve a common two-part en-
trance exam and 50% weightage to Class XII board scor-
es. A common exam will ease the burden on students who
' nowwrite several exams for admission intoundergradu-
ate engineering or medical colleges. Today, the drive for
admission involves a breathless rush to crack the en-
trance exams. This involves rote learning on a gargan-
tuan scale, leaving no room for creative thinking, asking
* questions or creativity. Kids exposed to the punishing
grind for these exams neglect course work to finish
school. Giving weightage to board exam results will help
break this vicious cycle. Kids will still slave for the en-
tranceexams, butthe newsystem willgivea chancetoad-
mit young people who have done well in school leaving
exams too. Over time, this could help our institutions de-
velop skilled humans with wide-ranging interests and
questioning minds, rather than disciplined robots.
For over a century, the US has led the world in innova-
tion, science and technology because of its open educa-
tion system where there is no room for rote learning and -
where it is common for students to question teachers. To
build a creative society, India has to work towards this.
While taking school scores into account is welcome, the
government has to ensure that these scores are normal-
ised to a common measure, For example, a topper in Del-
hi could have more marks than one from Bengal, where
marks are given more stingily. While considering them
for admissions, both toppers’ scores should beequalised.
This will sort out the differentials in exam marking that
existacross India’s many stateeducation boards. The II'T
council wants to dither, and normalise scores only from
2015. It should be told to do it from the 2013 academic ses-
sion. Education reform is a long slog and this is only a-
smallstepintherightdirection. Having thoughtof it, the
government must implement the reform before vested
interests have a chance toscuttle it.
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Here comes a tablet-lapt

LEE CHYEN YEE & CLARE Jim
Reuters

TAIPEL Slide it, flip it or snap it on
and off. The way keyboards are con-
nected to touch screens on the lat-
est generation of computing de-

vices is making it tough to differen-

tiate a tablet from notebook or an
ultrabook,

Microsoft, which has long been
the dominant force in PCs but has
fallen far behind in the tablet race,
is set to unveil its Windows 8 oper-
ating system later this year, de-
signed to run on super-thin laptops
called ultrabooks and tablets pow-
ered by Intel’s chips,

The impending launch has
prompted PC vendors to come up
with a rash of hybrid designs, fea-
turing touch screens and myriad

Financial Chronicle ND 09/06/2012

configurations of moving or detach-
able keyboards.

“In future, it'll be a blur in the
definition of an ultrabook and a
tablet because of convertibles with
either detachable or sliding key-
boards,” said Tracy Tsai, a Taipei-
based analyst at research firm Gart-
ner. At Computex Taipei, the
world’s second largest computer
show, visitors flocked to the booths
trying out every twist and turn that
converts an ultrabook into a tablet.

Lenovo Group’s IdeaPad Yoga
and Asustek Computer’s Taichi
have screens that bend all the way
back. Samsung Electronics’ Hybrid
becomes an ultrabock when the
tablet clips onto a keybeard with
magnetic hinges.

One tablet-ultrabook convertible
that garnered attention was

TWOFACED: Taichi’s dual screens
run different applications at same time.

Asustek’s Taichi, whose dual-sided
screens can run different applica-
tions at the same time.

“There’s a lot of use cases on
tablets and tablet convertibles that
people might approach with lots of
fun, content consumption type of
activity, but want to pop inio it and
use a productivity application and a
desktop mode,” said Chris Walker,
Intel’s director of microprocessor
product marketing,

Despite all the fanfare surround-
ing these hybrids from Microsoft,
Intel and PC vendors banking en
these gadgets to make up for lost
time in the tablet sector, there re-
mains some nervousness in the in-
dustry and uncertainty among con-
sumers about whether they will
take off in a big way, “Most of us
have a laptop for work and an An-

Ultral
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droid or Apple tablet now, so
whether I'll bpy one of these hy-
brids will depend on the perfor-
mance and price,” said one Com-
putex attendee in his 30s.

Prices for these touch-based
ultrabook convertibles will not be
announced uniil Windows 8 is
formally released, widely expect-
ed to be in the fourth quarter. But
the hybrids are already prompting
some analysts to ponder whether
they should be classified as
tablets or laptop PCs. “A way to
settle the argument is by the size
of the gadget. Anything that is 10
inches or smaller should be cate-
gorised as a tablet, while those
that are 11 inches or bigger
should be called an ultrabook,”
said Ricky Liu, an analyst with
KGI Securities.



